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Seychelles and its Neighbouring Islands: Red Fort Declaration
Connecting Africa with Mandela and Gandhi Legacies

by Dr. Srimal Fernando

India and South Africa in 1997 marked a
turning point in their history. One of the key
figures who played a crucial role in solidifying this
partnership was the iconic leader Nelson Mandela.

The signing of the Red Fort Declaration by

"We are in a period of momentous changes. New
forces are emerging, old alliances are dissolving and
new ones being formed" President Nelson Mandela
said at a civic reception at the Red Fort, Delhi on
March 28, 1997. The Red Fort Declaration laid the
foundation for a strategic partnership between India
and South Africa with a focus on enhancing bilateral
trade, promoting investment, and promoting cultur-
al exchanges. . Both Nelson Mandela and Mahatma
Gandhi are individuals from distinct historical peri-
ods. Nearly a century ago, India was at the forefront
of the anti-colonial movement when Mahatma Gan-
dhi began his Satyagraha (."holding firmly to truth")
campaign in South Africa.

Social inclusion was identified by Mandelaand
Gandhi as the key to achieving a successful political
transition.Over the course of twenty years, Gandhi
endeavored to put an end to the oppression of In-
dian immigrants in South Africa. Nelson Mandela
was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy
of “Satyagraha” as he continued to fight apartheid.
These values are important for building strong ties
between countries and promoting cooperation and
development on an international level. Both Man-
dela and Gandhi faced unimaginable challenges and
hardships in their quests for freedom and justice. In
addition to their remarkable legacies, Mandela and
Gandbhi also shared a connection to the Indian Ocean
islands of Mauritius, the Seychelles, Sri Lanka, and
the Maldives. These islands play a significant role in
the legacy of leaders like Mandela and Gandhi, who
fought for freedom and justice in their own coun-
tries. The islands of the Indian Ocean, along with
the legacy of leaders like Nelson Mandela and Ma-
hatma Gandhi, showcase the power of diplomacy in
shaping regional and global

Mandela, Gandhi legacies in the Seychelles

The legacies of Mandela, Gandhi, continue to
shape the relationship between South Africa ,India
and the Seychelles .The statues of Mandela and Gan-
dhi in Seychelles serve as a reminder of the struggles
for freedom and equality that these leaders fought
for. Their presence in the Freedom park is a symbol
of the values of peace, justice, and non-violence that
they stood for. Their commitment to peace, justice,
and equality has inspired to work together towards a
brighter future. The park commemorates the strug-
gle for independence in Seychelles and serves as a
reminder of the shared history and values The pres-
ence of these statues in Seychelles' Freedom park has
had a significant impact on diplomacy in the region.
This serves as a powerful message to the people of
Seychelles and to visitors from around the world
about the importance of these values in diplomacy.

Uni Sey - The Department of Tourism and Cul-
tural Heritage

The University of Seychelles (Uni Sey) is celebrat-
ing a milestone as it marks 15 years since its estab-
lishment. One of the most significant transforma-
tions seen within the university has been in the
Department of Tourism and Cultural Heritage. In
particular, the Bachelor of Science Honours Degree
in Travel, Tourism and Economics has made great
strides in recent years. The 360 credit BSc Hon-
ours Degree in Travel, Tourism and Economics is
on a positive pathway with two cohorts - one from
2023 to 2026 and the other from 2024 to 2027. This
degree program offers students the opportunity to
gain a comprehensive understanding of the travel
and tourism industry, as well as the economic fac-

tors that impact it.The Department of Tourism and
Cultural Heritage stands as a shining example of the
university's commitment to academic excellence

Mauritius, the Maldives and Sri Lanka

Nelson Mandela Centre for African Culture Trust
Fund was inaugurated in October 1986 in Mauritius
.Legacies of Mandela and Gandhi continue to shape
the political landscape in the Maldives. During a
visit to Sri Lanka in 1927, Mahatma Gandhi referred
to the island nation as India's daughter state. .

Mandela and Gandhi's influence

Mandela and Gandhi's influence in the Indian
Ocean region has been profound and enduring. One
of the most important events in Indian Ocean his-
tory is the Red Fort Declaration, which took place
in India in 1995. This declaration marked a turning
point in India's relationship with South Africa. The
Red Fort Declaration stands as a powerful reminder
of the enduring legacy of these two great leaders,
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