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Opinion

by Dr. Srimal Fernando 

Bharat Mata (also known as Mother India. ) In 
his first address, Prime Minister Shri Jawaha-
rlal Nehru stated,  "A new star rises, the star of 

freedom in the East, a new hope comes into being, a 
vision long cherished materializes"   After gaining in-
dependence from British rule in 1947, India entered a 
swiftly evolving global arena characterized by chang-

ing political alliances and power structures. As the in-
augural Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru played 
a crucial role in defining the country’s foreign policy 
during this uncertain time. He focused on maintaining 
India’s sovereignty and independence while also striv-
ing to establish positive relations with other nations. 
He was a pivotal figure in the economic development 
of India, advocating for import substitution and the 
advancement of the heavy industries sector. Further-
more, he played a crucial role in the establishment of 
various academic institutions, including the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences and the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology.Nehru understood the critical role 
these island nations played in India's foreign policy 
and actively pursued initiatives to enhance bilateral 
relations. His diplomatic efforts towards the Indian 
Ocean island nations exemplify India's commitment 
to fostering strong ties. Nehru's endeavors to cultivate 
diplomatic relations with these countries significantly 
bolstered India's influence and presence in the region. 
Nehru's contributions to shaping India's foreign policy 
towards the Indian Ocean Islands remain relevant and 
serve as an inspiration for future generations. 

Jawaharlal Nehru Legacy and The Seychelles 

Jawaharlal Nehru was a prominent Indian leader 
who played a crucial role in India's struggle for inde-
pendence from British colonial rule. He was a close as-
sociate of Mahatma Gandhi and worked tirelessly to 
achieve India's freedom through non-violent means. 
Nehru eventually became the first Prime Minister of 
independent India and played a key role in shaping 
the nation's foreign policy and development. Nehru 
believed in the importance of building strong relation-
ships with other nations, while the Seychellois people 
have worked hard to create a harmonious society 

where diversity is celebrated.Nehru's legacy as a leader 
who fought for the rights and freedoms of his people 
serves as an inspiration to countries like the Seychelles, 
which have also faced their own struggles for indepen-
dence and self-determination. Both Nehru and the 
Seychelles have shown resilience and determination 
in the face of adversity, and their perseverance has led 
to significant achievements in their respective paths 
to progress. Nehru and the Seychelles may come from 
different backgrounds, but they both share values of 
democracy, equality, and freedom. Their stories serve 
as important reminders of the power of unity, collabo-
ration, and perseverance in achieving positive change 
for the betterment of society. By learning from the ex-
periences of leaders like Nehru and the Seychelles, we 
can work towards building a more just, peaceful, and 
prosperous world for future generations. 

 Uni Sey- The Department of Tourism and Cul-
tural Heritage

The University of Seychelles is a beacon of excellence 
in higher education, particularly in the field of tourism. 
The BSc Honours degree in Travel, Tourism, and Eco-
nomics (BTTE).program offered by the Department of 
Tourism and Cultural Heritage is a testament to Uni 
Sey's commitment to providing quality education and 
preparing students for successful careers in the tour-
ism industry  As Uni Sey celebrates its 15th anniver-
sary, it continues to set the standard for excellence in 
higher education, making a significant impact on the 
tourism sector in Seychelles and beyond. By offering 
a comprehensive and forward-thinking curriculum, 
Uni -Sey ensures that its students are well-prepared to 
tackle the challenges of the industry head-on.

Mauritius, The Maldives and Sri Lanka

In Mauritius, Nehru is revered for his role in fos-
tering close ties between India and the island na-
tion.

In the Maldives, Nehru's legacy is celebrated for 
his advocacy of non-alignment and his efforts to 
promote peace and cooperation among nations. 
Nehru's commitment to democracy and pluralism 
resonated with many Sri Lankans, who continue to 
uphold these values today.

Nehru's vision for Indian Ocean Region

 Jawaharlal Nehru's legacy transcends borders 
and continues to inspire people in the Indian 
Ocean region and beyond. His dedication to de-
mocracy, pluralism, and peace has left a lasting 
impact on the countries of Sri Lanka, Mauritius, 
and the Maldives. Nehru's vision of a united and 
prosperous Indian Ocean region remains relevant 
today as these nations strive to build a better future 
for their citizens and contribute to global peace and 
stability.
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