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***PRESS RELEASE*** 

22 January 2025 

[Updated and corrected version: 29/01/24] 

 

The Great Blue Wall Expedition on the S/Y ODISEA kicks off in Seychelles in support of 

IUCN’s Great Blue Wall Initiative 

 
By Island Biodiversity and Conservation Centre, Blue Economy Research Institute (University of 

Seychelles), Island Conservation Society, ODISEA, and the Coastal and Ocean Resilience Programme of 

the IUCN ESARO1 

 

Following a scouting expedition in Madagascar in December 2024, the vessel S/Y ODISEA is now in 

Seychelles conducting scientific research and supporting local conservation efforts in Farquhar and 

Cosmoledo atolls in collaboration with local research and environmental organizations, including 

Island Conservation Society (ICS) and University of Seychelles. 

S/Y ODISEA is a 39-meter sailboat equipped with an onboard laboratory and advanced scientific tools, 

serving as a platform for marine research and exploration. The Seychelles expeditions form part of 

ODISEA’s six-year global mission to explore some of the world’s most pristine marine ecosystems, 

understand how local cultures thrive alongside these ecosystems, and develop innovative blue financial 

solutions to preserve and regenerate our oceans. 

The ODISEA mission in the Western Indian Ocean is a collaboration between the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and ODISEA, designed to support IUCN’s Great Blue Wall (GBW). This 

Western Indian Ocean-born initiative, launched in 2021, is an Africa-driven roadmap, rooted in the needs 

and strengths of Global South countries, that adopts a holistic approach to coastal and ocean conservation, 

ecosystem regeneration, socio-ecological resilience, and promotes regenerative blue economy. ODISEA 

supports IUCN’s Great Blue Wall initiative by advancing scientific understanding, identifying potential 

protected seascapes, and documenting successful conservation stories. 

In January, The Great Blue Wall Expedition supported ICS on Farquhar Atoll in studying the spawning 

aggregations of key fish species, including camouflage, brown-marbled, and marbled coral groupers as part 

of a SeyCCAT-funded project. Additionally, the ICS team carried out their long-term coral reef monitoring 

program to evaluate changes in Farquhar’s marine ecosystem over time, particularly the impacts of Cyclone 

Fantala and coral bleaching.  

In February, the focus will shift to Cosmoledo Atoll, where researchers from the Island Biodiversity and 

Conservation Centre (IBC) and Blue Economy Research Institute (BERI) at the University of Seychelles will 

 

1 International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office (ESARO).  
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evaluate biodiversity recovery following the 2007 eradication of invasive rats and cats by ICS and the Island 

Development Company (IDC) on three islands of the atoll totalling about 165 ha. Dr Gerard Rocamora, ICS 

co-founder and Scientific Director and Chair of the IBC-UniSey centre, had led this operation in 2007 and 

stated “The eradication of rats and cats from islands provide great biodiversity benefits for native species of 

landbirds and reptiles, seabirds, marine turtles, invertebrates and vegetation alike; but also, to surrounding 

ecosystems through the nutrients provided by seabirds that recolonise these islands after the removal of 

rats and cats. The ODISEA mission provides us with a unique opportunity to document these conservation 

benefits some 18 years later”. During the expedition, the team will revisit baseline terrestrial studies on 

Grande Ile and Grand Polyte to assess changes in flora and fauna communities, as well as conducting 

marine surveys to investigate how recovering seabird populations influence coral reefs and seagrass 

ecosystems through ecological monitoring, including nutrient analysis.  

On their end, ICS will map and assess the biodiversity of the mangrove ecosystem on Menai Island through 

another SeyCCAT-funded project, and will also monitor coral reefs across the atoll to evaluate their health 

and recovery status following last year's bleaching event. On Cosmoledo, ICS and IBC will be assisted by 

IDC, but also by Blue Safari Seychelles, an experiential eco-tourism operation that runs a fly-fishing camp 

on Grand Ile, with logistics and fieldwork assistance both for the terrestrial and marine monitoring. 

Before arriving in Seychelles, S/Y ODISEA worked alongside researchers in the Red Sea, sadly 

documenting a major coral bleaching event in Sudan, before joining forces with the IUCN on the Great Blue 

Wall expedition in the Western Indian Ocean. Tom Sparke, ODISEA Head of Impact stated: "We are thrilled 

that ODISEA is empowering local Seychellois scientists with a platform to conduct critical research on the 

conservation success of the Outer Islands of the Seychelles. With marine ecosystems experiencing 

unprecedented rates of change, our mission is to integrate science, media, and finance, through 

collaborative research and innovative financial mechanisms, to understand, amplify and scale marine 

conservation success stories such as Farquhar and Cosmoledo to other islands and across the Western 

Indian Ocean region." 

During The Great Blue Wall Expedition in Seychelles, the ODISEA and IUCN team will engage with local 

communities and stakeholders through outreach activities, promoting discussions on biodiversity 

conservation in Seychelles, national blue economy transformation and blue finance mechanisms. 

Educational events with schools, including potential visits of the vessel or short films screenings, will also 

be organised in collaboration with the Ministry of Education to raise awareness on the ODISEA expeditions, 

marine research and conservation efforts.  

The Great Blue Wall Expedition in Seychelles represents a step forward in advancing marine research in 

the country, fostering collaborations, and contributing to the regional and global efforts to protect our planet’s 

invaluable marine ecosystems. Magali Rocamora, IUCN’s recently appointed Coastal and Ocean Resilience 

Programme Manager in Seychelles stated “The collaboration between ODISEA and the GBW initiative of 

the IUCN is an incredible opportunity to support marine science, biodiversity conservation, and blue finance 

in the region. As a country with extraordinary marine ecosystems, great conservation successes, strong 

ocean communities, and strongly involved in the blue economy, Seychelles was a significant place for the 

ODISEA expedition to visit in order to learn more about our conservation stories, contribute to local science, 

and bring forward blue finance opportunities.”  
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About IUCN  

IUCN is a membership Union uniquely composed of both government and civil society organisations. It provides 

public, private and non-governmental organisations with the knowledge and tools that enable human progress, 

economic development and nature conservation to take place together.  

Created in 1948, IUCN is now the world’s largest and most diverse environmental network, harnessing the 

knowledge, resources and reach of more than 1,400 Member organisations and around 16,000 experts. It is a 

leading provider of conservation data, assessments and analysis. Its broad membership enables IUCN to fill the 

role of incubator and trusted repository of best practices, tools and international standards.  

IUCN provides a neutral space in which diverse stakeholders including governments, NGOs, scientists, 

businesses, local communities, indigenous peoples’ organisations and others can work together to forge and 

implement solutions to environmental challenges and achieve sustainable development.  

Working with many partners and supporters, IUCN implements a large and diverse portfolio of conservation 

projects worldwide. Combining the latest science with the traditional knowledge of local communities, these 

projects work to reverse habitat loss, restore ecosystems and improve people’s well-being.  

www.iucn.org 

 

***END***  

Main contacts:  

Mariette Dine-Ogale, Blue Economy Research Institute, University of Seychelles, 

mariette.ogale@unisey.ac.sc +248 2614733 

Tom Sparke, Head of Impact, ODISEA, tom@odisea.earth  

Magali Rocamora, Coastal and Ocean Resilience Programmer Manager for Seychelles, IUCN ESARO: 

magali.rocamora@iucn.org +248 2725456 

 

Other contacts: 

Ellen Myers, Expedition Coordinator, ODISEA, ellen@odisea.earth  

Dr Gerard Rocamora, Island Biodiversity and Conservation centre, University of Seychelles 

Gerard.Rocamora@unisey.ac.sc  

Dr Jennifer Appoo, Blue Economy Research Institute, University of Seychelles, 

jennifer.appoo@unisey.ac.sc 

Sharon Meriton, Communications Officer, Island Conservation Society  
communications@ics.sc  
 
Emma Mederic, Science and Projects Office, Island Conservation Society  

science2@ics.sc 

 
Learn more about ODISEA: https://www.odisea.earth/  
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Photos: 

 

 
Photo 1: The vessel S/Y ODISEA at Farquhar Atoll, located 770 km from Mahé, the main island of 

Seychelles. © ODISEA 

 

 

Photo 2: ICS team deploying acoustic receivers on Farquhar Atoll to monitor fish spawning aggregations 

in January 2025 © ODISEA 

 

More photos available at: https://spaces.marvivo.earth/index.php/s/nKWZAiK4rFjk6df 

https://spaces.marvivo.earth/index.php/s/nKWZAiK4rFjk6df

